HSSC Member Rides for Easter Seals

Easter Seals raises money to provide services and health care for disabled individuals.  Twenty-one years ago Easter Seals realized the generosity and commitment of the female snowmobile community in Michigan. Since then female riders from throughout the state have solicited pledges and rode their sleds to help the cause.  This year, 160 ladies participated and HSSC member, Sheree Phillips, attended her first For Women Only (FWO) ride which was held in Grayling on Saturday, Feb. 9.  She raised $570 for the program. 

Other than being committed to raising the money for Easter Seals, Sheree was also intent on staying true to the FWO theme.  With her husband's help, she learned how to hook up the trailer, load and unload her sled, and drive the rig.  She nervously departed Harbor Springs Friday and made it safely to the Ramada Inn in Grayling to find many excited ladies and staff.  After checking in, Sheree spent the evening talking with the other riders and getting fired up for Saturday's ride.  Saturday morning started with a hearty breakfast and by 8:00 AM Sheree had her red Phazer in the line up with 15 other sleds, ready for their 100 mile trip.  Once underway, the group soon headed northeast through Lovells, then to Gaylord where they took on fuel and ate lunch.  After a fantastic meal at Marsh Ridge, the group continued south on trail 7 and returned to Grayling.  Later that evening, each received massages, manicures, pedicures, and many other party gifts and treats from corporate sponsors throughout Michigan. At the awards program, three new sleds were given away compliments of Arctic Cat and the event’s major contributor, Nelson’s Speed Shop of Greenville.  One sled was awarded to the person who raised the most pledges and two more were raffled off.  In short, the women received a Queen's treatment for raising over $154,000 for Easter Seals.

Other than having to drive the rig back to Harbor Springs in blizzard conditions, Sheree had a wonderful time.   She is already planning for next year and would like to share the experience with other women from the club.  Any HSSC ladies who want to raise money for a good cause and have a great time doing it should contact Sheree at 231-242-0481.  Sheree also learned that men do show up at this event as guests and they go on a separate fun ride while the girls go on their ride.  Her husband Mike is thinking about going next year.  You can learn more about Easter Seals and the FWO Ride by going to www.easterseals.com.    

